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Risk of an Irish Default 
Increases 


THERE IS a growing chorus that freland’s 
debt is unsustainable. 

After lying to people during the elec- 
tion, Fine Gael and Labour are repeating 
the Fianna Fail line that we must do what 
we are told by the IMF-EU and just ‘grin 

and bear it’. 

But the UCD economist Morgan Kelly 
has produced alarming figures to show 
that Ireland's national debt will amount 
to €250 billion. He says ‘we are talking 
of a Government debt of €120,000 per 
worker or 60 percent of GNP’. 

The government's sole strategy for 
dealing with the debt is to attack PAYE 
workers and cut public services. The last 
government introduced a Universal Social 
Charge and cut tax bands so that €1.5 
billion was robbed from PAYE workers 
to pay the toxic debts of the banks. 

Now the Fine Gael-Labour govern- 
ment has told the {MF-EU that they are 
going to further reduce tax bands and 
credit in the next budget. This is despite 
their promise that they “will maintain the 
current rates of income tax together with 
bands and credit’. 


Pensions 


Their latest target has been the pensions 
of private sector workers. They are impos- 
ing a 0.5% levy on these pension savings 
to raise €440 million for the next four 
2205. 

But instead of attacking workers they 
could have targeted those who have ben- 
efitted from Approved Retirement Funds 
(ARFs). These were a tax dodging scams 
that allowed bank directors and company 
directors to salr 2way millions in pension 
funds — withemt paying proper taxes. 

if the state had imposed a special levy 
onall ARF pensions — or those which gave 
benefits of over €40,000 a year - there 
would be no need for this levy. 

Buteach andevery time the government 
decides to attack PAYE workers. They 
bow to the rich in the hope that they will 

Start investing in Ireland ~ but think we 
are a soft touch who will fund their crazy 
plans to pay off bank debts. 

This economic strategy is simply driving 
the Irish economy deeper into recession. 
And this explains why there is an even 
greater shortfall in state revenues. 

In 2008, the shortfall in government 
spending was €11.5 billion. But after three 
years of ‘deficit reduction’ it has actually 
increased to more than €18 billion. 

The strategy of following orders from 


€1/£1 or contribution 


the IMF-EU has begun to fall apart after 
it was revealed that Greece is on the brink 
of a default. If Greece does this, money 
will fly out of Ireland and a default will 
become inevitable. 


But the question is: what type 
of default? 


Iere there is a sharp distinction between 
the left and right-wing economists such as 
Morgan Kelly or David McWilliams. These 
celebrity economists are true believers in 
capitalism who want to let the market 
mechanisms rip through socicty, produc- 
ing shock doctrine effects that will lead to 
Massive wage cuts and privatisation. 

Kelly’s answer to the crisis, for example, 
is lo cut wages in the public sector and take 
other measures to immediately squeeze 
€18 billion out of the economy. ( DMmly then 
will we send a signal that ‘Ireland is back 
in business’. 


But if such a prescription were followed, 


it would drive the country even deeper 
into an economic depression. 


The Lefi Alternative 


The only real alternative can come from 
the policies advocated by the United Left 
Alliance (ULA) because it focuses on the 
real cause of the crisis — the failure of 
Irish capitalism. 

The left advocates three main principles 
for dealing with the crisis: 
* Stop re-capitalising banks and 
write off the debts run up by the 
private banking system. 
* Throw out the IMF and stop them 
the EU Commission controlling the 
economy in the Interests of the EU 
banking system. 
* Take serious action against the 
local rich to fund the government 
deficit and start a proper jobs 
programme. 

The Irish rich have salted away at least 


€130 billion in assets in both Ireland and 
abroad. 

Last year, ‘savings’ in the Irish economy 
- which is mainly money held by rich 
people - increased by €39 billion. This 
is clearly where the money must be found 
to rectify the economic mess. 

We need a mass social revolt that starts 
by resisting the cutbacks but then goes on 
to advance a wider programme to tackle 
the crisis. 

Such a programme will include: 
the public ownership of natural re- 
sources; a wealth levy on the global 
assets of the rich; a Robin Hood tax 
on the €1,800 billion in speculative 
assets in the Irish Financial Services 
Centre (IFSC); capital controls to 
prevent the flight of money, and 
nationalisation of all companies 
that refuse to cooperate with a pro- 
gramme to save Irish society from 
the ravages of the speculators. 
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INTO Annual 
Conferenc 


By NIALL SMYTH 


THE IRISH National 
Teachers Organisation 
union Annual Conference 
took place in Sligo on April 
258-27%, 

At this year’s Annual 
Conference in Sligo, 
motions calling for 
campaigns up to industrial 
action on recent job 

cuts and cuts in special 
education resourcing were 
unfortunately rejected 
because of the union 
executive's scaremongering 
over the loss of non-existent 
“guarantees” in the Croke 
Park deal on pay which they 
claimed would be lost, if the 
motions were adopted. 

In spite of this. a motion 
calling for campaigns up to 
industrial action on cuts to 
new entrant teachers pay 
and pensions and a motion 
calling for non cooperation 
with unqualified personnel 
were adopted. 

Beyond this. there has 
been an emergence of 
a strong core of young 
teachers organising to fight 
the cuts and they have been 
actively linking with parents 
fighting cuts to educational 
services, such as special 
needs assistants and 
resource teaching hours. 

This was most evident 
at a lively protest on 
the opening day of the 
Conference, where around 

fifty teachers, Special Needs 
Assistants and parents of 
Special Needs children and 
their children gathered 


to protest at the arrival of 
the Minister of Education, 
Ruairi Quinn. 

The actions of the young 
newly qualitied teachers 
and parents can be a spark 
to begin a real fight back 
within the union and in 
communities against the 
savage cuts being imposed 
by the Labour/Fine Gael 
government to service the 
private debts of financial 
gamblers. 

Speaking at the 
conference a newly 
qualitied teacher, TJ de Clar 
said “The INTO annual 
conference here in Sligo and 
the February conference 
in Dublin were symbols of 
how young teachers can 
get mobilised and make 
a difference by putting 
pressure on their union 
leadership to do what their 
members want. 

“Although we made some 
progress on issues here at 

the conference on the issue 
for newly qualified teachers, 
in light of Minister Quinn's 
assertion that more pain 
is to come in September in 
schools, further efforts to 
resist cuts will be needed”. 


M@ Separately, the United 
Left Alliance held a 
fringe meeting on 

the second day of the 
conference with over 

30 people attending, 
with Joan Collins TD, 
Kieran Allen, President of 
SIPTU Education Branch 
and Paul Murphy MEP 
speaking. 


Members must rise up and 
take control of our unions 


By MARK WALSHE 
‘ASTI, personal capacity) 


WHEN THE most serious 
crisis in the history of Irish 
capitalism struck in September 
208, the leadership of all of 
the unions in the Irish Congress 
of Trade Unions (ICTU) made 
a collective decision not to fight 
the cutbacks that ensued. 
They refused to put up 
ány risus fight against the 
‘pension levy’. 
They failed to oppose pay 
cul. 
Then. with the Croke 
Park ‘deal’, they offered the 
government the biggest sell-out 
of members’ conditions ever 
contemplated in exchange fora 
promise of no further pay-cuts. 
In spite of all of this, further 
pay cuts are being threatened, 
and not just in the public 
sector, 
The Fine Gacl/ Labour 
government is planning to 
cut pay in the private sector 
via changes to Registered 
Employment Agreements 
(REA's). 
In all likelihood, given 
past performance, [CTU will 
enthusiastically support these 
cuts as well. 
If members are to stop the 


tb } 


rot in our unions, we must 
begin the process of reclaiming 
them from the dead hands 

of the current ICTU-led 
leaderships, 

Atthe ASTI Convention 
in Cork in April, members 
of the People Before Profit 
Alliance and the Socialist Party 
joined forces to launch ASTI 
FIGHTBACK, a rank-and-file 
group intended to begin the 
process of change in the ASTI. 

Ata lunchtime fringe 
meeting attended by up to 45 
people, members discussed 
how we can begin to pool the 
resources of the many different 
individual activists in the ASTI 
and how we might link up with 
Similar groups in other unions 
— given that we all face the 
seme problems. 

We were interviewed on 
RTE’s Drivetime programine 
and in the Frish Examiner, 

We were also mentioned 
in a number of Irish Times 
articles. For more details, 
search for ASTI FIGHTBACK 
on Facebook. 


Construction workers on the Mater site picket 


ON THURSDAY 5" May 
two hundred construction 
workers placed a picket 
on the site of the Mater 
Hospital extension in 
Dublin. 

The workers’ action is 
in support of twelve col- 
leagues sacked in early 
April by their employers 
Architectural Aluminium 
Ltd. The company contin- 
ues to use sub-contractors 
to carry out work appropri- 
ate to these workers. 

Emmet Lyons, one of the 
workers sacked in April, 
told Socialist Worker that 
his union Unite met with 
the company yesterday with 
the proposal of subletting 


rather than using sub-con- 
tractors which would mean 
that the workers would still 
be working directly for the 
company. 

The company rejected 
this proposal. 

Architectural 
Aluminium, according 
to Lyons, moved to make 
twelve of its workers re- 
dundant as a cost-saving 
measure: “They don’t have 
to provide insurance cover 
for sub-contractors or pro- 
vide them with the tools of 
the job.” 

Lyons, who has worked 
for the company for over 
five years, added that they 
have never complied with 


Rank and file trade union 
conference in September 


By AINE DILLON 


OVER 60 trade union 
members from a wide 
range of public and 
private sector unions 
meet in the Unite hall 
on 7 May to discuss 
reclaiming our unions 
and building oppositions 
to the programme of 
cuts imposed by the 
government, the IMF and 
the European Union. 
Discussion focused 
on the failures of social! 
partnership and the 
importance of reclaiming 
the trade union movement. 
There was agreement on 
campaigning against pay 
cuts in the public sector, 
cuts to public services, 
reform of the Joint Labour 
Committees (JLCs), 
Registered Employment 
Agreements (REAs) and 
Employment Regulation 
Orders (EROs) and the 
privatisation agenda of the 
government, the IMF and 


Capitalism Ia wracking tho 
Hives of millions and 
ondangaring the planet. 

A now soclety con only ba 
constructed when the workers 
tako cantrol of the woolth and 
plan Ite production and 
distrivution tor human naod 
and nat profit, 


REVOLUTION 

The present ayatam cannot he 
patchod up or refarmed. Tho 
courts, the army and pollco 
exist lo defond thn Intaroats of 
the wealthy. 

To dostroy capitalism. wo 
noed to remove the prosant 
stala structures and cronto a 
workers’ stata based on much 


WHAI [THE SO 
Eroator political and ecanamic 
domoacracy. 


AGAINST IMPERIALISM AND 
WAR 


War Is a constant foaturo of 
capitallam today ns tho 
Impariallat pawnra try to 
doininata tho arth. 


is a crudo dovice to attack any 
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the EU. 

Speakers at the meeting 
stressed the need for a 
different sort of rank 
and file movement - not 
just an ad hoc campaign 
to oppose the Croke 
Park Agreement but a 
long-haul, cross-sectoral 
movement of trade union 
activists which would link 
campaigning work with 
building solidarity for those 
in struggle and building 


| democratic unions from 


CIALIST WOR 


the Registered Employment 
Agreements (REAs). 

Tom Fitzgerald, a rep- 
resentative with Unite, 
says that “it is important 
to show our support and if 
the union leaders provide 
a good lead workers are 
willing to take action in 
support of colleagues”. 

Another worker on the 
picket said “we don’t want 
anyone to be losing a day’s 
pay but this is more impor- 
tant, we have to support 
our co-workers”. 

The construction site 
was quiet this afternoon 
as none of the 450 workers 
normally employed on the 
site passed the picket. 


below. 

The meeting brought 
together activists from the 
CPSU, INTO, TUI, ASTI, 
IMPACT, BATU, UNITE, 
PSEU and others and 
established a committee 
to organise the September 
conference. 

Suggestions were taken 
for a name for the group 
and there was agreement 
on a rank and file trade 
union protest at the [CTU 


! conference in Tralee in July. 
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Tho “War on Torroriam" 


Wo stand f 
anny which throntons US against cia see aay 
military, strategic or 
demin nee, gI economic | politicians nndtho Tory/Łib Dom 
gavornmont. 


END RACISM AND 
OPPRESSION 

Wa oppose all forms of 
Oppression ond racism. This 
divides ond woakens the 


FOR WORKERS’ UNITY IN THE 
NORTH 


Liko front saclallst Jamos 
Connolly, wa bollova that 
partition hos brought about a 
‘carnival of ronctlon' 

Woe want to seo on Irish 
warkors republic whera all 


a 


working class. 
Wa ore for full social, 
sconomlc and polltical oquallty 
far woman. 

We oppose Immipention 
controls which ore always 
taclst. 


workers gain. 


Our flag Is naither 
orango but red! 


FOR A REVOLUTIONARY PARTY || 
To win soclallam socialists 
noud to organise in a 
tovolutlonary porty. 


This party noeds to arguo 
ngalnst right-wing Ideas and 
for avorthrowing tho syatam. 


We call for co-oparntion 
botweon loft-wing parties and 
tho formation of a strong 
socialist bloc. 


Wo stand for {lghting trade 
unlons and tor Independent 
rank and fllo action. 


ON TUESDAY 26 April over 
two hundred HSE workers 
marched from the Garden 
of Remembrance to Dail 


Eireann in protest at the | 


decision of the HSE to out- 
source work normally done 
by Home Helps. 

For the past few year's, the 
former Minister for Health 
Mary Harney deliberately 
tried to create more profit 
opportunities in the health 
service for big US franchise 
companies such as Comfort 
Keepers.Now the HSE is 
using the opportunity of the 


economic crash to engage in | 


more privatisation. 

These are all part of the 
‘shock doctrine’ tactics to 
undermine workers’ rights. 
Once the service is privatised 
every effort will be made to 


| ENOUGH! CAMPAIGN | 
Activists get 


OVER SIXTY pcople 
attended the first activist | 
meeting of the new | 
Enough! Campaign. 

After the successful 
launch of the campaign 
to secure a referendum 
on the IMF/EU deal last 
month, many returned 
to the Gresham Hotel to 
discuss ways to move the 
campaign forward. 

The mecting was 
chaired by Richard 
Boyd-Barrett TD (People 
Before Profit), who 
discussed the detail of the 
IMF/EU Memorandum 
of Understanding and its 
implications for Ireland. 

This was preceded by 
a political introduction 
on the history and 
methodology of the IMF 
by Sinead Kennedy: taken 
together a bleak picture 
was painted of Ireland’s 
future unless we begin 
to organise a fight back 
against the IMF/EU and 
their facilitators Fine Gael 
and Labour, 

A lively discussion 
then ensued with many 
contributions from the 
people in attendance: at 
the end it was agreed that 
the Enough! Campaign 
should meet ona six 
weekly basis and that 
protests should be 
organised to coincide with 


Home Helpers on the march 


‘Home Heips - Keep 
The Service Public! 


Pi sat 

ı Join the Socialists l 

green nor § Fill in the form and send to I 
I SWP PO Box 1648 Dublin 8 | 
l 


undermine trade union 
conditions. 

We have to respond to this 
| inastrong fashion. SIPTU is 
affiliated to the Labour Party 
and the union leaders claim 
that our dues are used to sup- 
_ port that party because they 

stand for workers’ rights. 

The Labour Party must 
now be given a clear mes- 
sage — if they do not stop the 
outsourcing of Home Helps, 
they will never get workers 
support again. 

Beyond this Home Helps 
should look to genuine left- 
wing organisations like the 
United Left Alliance for sup- 
port in their campaign. 

There should be a serious 
campaign of industrial action 
to stop the HSE plans to 


| wreck workers’ conditions. 


organised 


a 


é 4 


Richard Boyd Barrett TD 


the quarterly visits of the 
IMF to Dublin. 
Several issues were 


| raised around which the 


Enough! may organise, 
with Special Needs 
Assistants being the most 
urgent, 

It was proposed 
that any other ideas 
for local campaigns 
should be posted on the 
Enough! website (http:// 
enoughcampaign.org) 
and/or passed on to the 
Dail office of Richard 
Boyd-Barrett. 

Several meetings are to 
be held outside of Dublin 
over the coming months. 
For more information and to keep 
up to date: 
http://enoughcampaign.org/ 


= 
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ACTIVISTS Reconciliation - Prelude Justice 
DURING 
ROYAL 
WEDDING 


By JAMES O'TOOLE 

IN THE movie ‘Minority Report’ cops use 
psychics to arrest you before you commit a 
crime. Might sound far-fetched but not for the 
boys in blue in the UK. Squats were raided 
in the days leading up to the wedding—with 
doors smashed down and the people inside 
terrified. 

Charlie Veitch, a peace activist from 
Cambridge, was arrested the day before the 
wedding. He was held locally for 16 hours 
before being transported to London. Officers 
accused him of conspiracy to cause public nui- 
sance. His partner told reporters that Charlie 
intended to make ironic comments about the 
wedding through a megaphone. 
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Why oppose 
Queen’s visit? 


By JAMES O'TOOLE 


PINE GAEL is intent on painting all opposition to 
he visit of the Queen as living in the past. The op- 


postion to monarchy consists of more than just 
dissident republicans however. 

Th — countless people in Britain itself who 
would !ove to dismantle a parasitic monarchy which 
cost: t e Bri ish taxpayer over £180 million a year. 
The cost of the Queens short visit to Ireland will cost 
over 15 million - enough to build a cystic fibrosis 


unit or fifteen schools! It's outrageous that work- 
ers here or in the UK would carry these burdens 
when the rest of the ruling class is calling for cuts 
and more cuts 

There are more than just the economic arguments 
at stake here though:The Queen is the head of the 
UK's armed forces.An army which has left a trail 
of blood from one end of the earth to the other, 
most recently in Iraq and Afghanistan, you don't 
get an empire by being nice to people! That's why 
Socialist Worker will be building protests against 
the visit by this parasite. 
Wjoin the anti-war demo 6pm May 17" at 
the GPO. 
“jfor more information: hetp://irishantiwar.org/ 


to a Palestinian state? | 


By AINE DILLON 


ON 4 May in Cairo, Hamas 
and Fatah signed an accord 
which is being greeted 
somewhat euphorically as 
a breakthrough in the mori- 
bund peace process. 

The two organisations 
have agreed to form an in- 
terim government ahead of 
elections at the end of the 
year. Hamas won the last 
elections in 2006 but were 
prevented from governing 
by an international boycott 
and a Fatah coup. Despite 
repeated offers to recognise 
a state of Israel based on the 
1967 borders, the Quartet of 
the infamous Roadmap (the 
UN, EU, US and Russia) 
have refused to deal with 
Hamas. 

Not surprisingly, Israel 
has reacted negatively to 
the news and it is unclear 
exactly how Hamas will be 
able to organise an election 
campaign when its members 
are vulnerable to assassina- 
tion by Israel. 

The detail of the agree- 
ment has yet to emerge but 
the agreements appears to 
be a major compromise for 
Hamas - one that will led 
to their cooperating with 
the Israeli occupation as 
Fatah do. 

The agreementis another 
step towards an expected 
unilateral declaration 
of independence by the 
Palestinians at the UN in 
September. 

The drive for recognition 
is being led by the Prime 
Minister of the Palestinian 
Authority, Salam Fayyad, 


atid will be based on a 
Palestine comprising 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip with East Jerusalem 
as capital. Palestinians 
living in refugee camps in 
Lebanon and Jordan would 
be able to ‘return’ to live in 
the new state but not to the 
homes in Israel from which 
they and their families were 
expelled. 

The idea, which no doubt 
has its roots in sheer des- 
peration, also ignores the 
Palestinians living within 
what is now the state of 
Israel, and the existence 
of almost 600 permanent 
Israeli barriers within and 
around the West Bank. 

The declaration will 
come fresh on the heels of 


the world’s newest state of 
South Sudan which will 
come into being on 9 July 
and the Palestinians wilt no 
doubt be curious to see the 
response of world leaders 
- many of whom rushed to 
recognise Kosovo under 
intense US pressure. 

The desperation of the 
Palestinians is understand- 
able but a Bantustan state 
is not justice. 

Instead of looking to the 
international community to 
provide recognition, the 
Palestinians should take 
inspiration from the Arab 
Spring and also from the 
Rud Jedida letter penned 
by young Mizrahi Jews, 
living in Israel, who called 
for dialogue and solidarity 


with the Palestinians liv- 
ing under Israeli military 
occupation and also with 
the struggles of Palestinian | 
citizens of Israel who are 
denied equal political and 
economic rights. 

Their letter welcomed the 
civil resistance of Tunisia 
and Al-Tahrir square and 
stated that the struggle of | 
Mizrahi Jews in Israel rests 
on the understanding that | 
political change cannot | 
depend on the Western | 
powers who have exploited 
the Middle East region 
and its residents for many 
generations. 

It is to these individuals 
and the people of the wider 
region that the Palestinians 
must look for freedom. 


Demonstrations continue despite crackdown 


By JAMES O'TOOLE 


THE ARMY raided a 
mosque in the town of 
Deraa while tanks shelled 
the city’s old quarter. 


President Bashar Al- Assad | 


has ruled over the country 
since his father Hafiz’s 
death in 2000. Hafiz was 
Syria’s dictator for 30 
years, after he launched a 
coup in the ruling Ba’ath 
party. 

Most of the country’s 
17 million people—half of 
whom are aged under 19— | 
are poor and becoming 
poorer. Unemployment 
stands between 25 and 30 
percent. GDP is falling 
and the oil is running out. 


i 


| 

| The vast bureaucracy 

| and military and security 
machine that has kept 
the ruling Ba’ath party in 
power can no longer be 

| sustained. 


As Robert Fisk puts it, 
“Torture does continue, 
the iniquities of the 
mukhabarat security 
services continue, freedom 
in Syria is as hard to find 


as an oasis in the desert, 
and the Syrian parliament 
remains a circus of 
support.” 

Syrian troops arrested 
over300 people ina 
Damascus suburb on 
Thursday last. They pulled 
back from the protest hub 
of Deraa though after a 
military lockdown of more 
than a week. 

Activists, defiant and 
inspired, vowed a “Day 
of Defiance” on Friday to 
press a seven-week-old 
anti-regime campaign in 
which 607 people have 
died, according to human 
tights groups, while 8,000 
people have been jailed or 
gone missing. 


Dublin Legalise Cannabis Demonstration 


By VANESSA O’SULLIVAN 


HUNDREDS OF people 
took to the streets of 
Dublin on Saturday 7 May 
to demand the legalisation 
of Cannabis. Chants of 
“We are not criminals!” 
and “Legalise!” echoed 
through the capital from a 
mainly young crowd. 

A young demonstrator 
told SW “The facts are 
still unavailable to society. 
Prohibition doesn’t work! 

“AIL it docs is push 
people underground and 
victimizes growers. 


“For those of us who 
have a genuine interest in 
the plant, we get raided 
and even face criminal 
charges. Its not right”. 

In a spectacular act the 
crowd, which was preceded 
by a band, all sat down on 
O'Connell Bridge. 

The crowd was 
addressed by the 
organisers, Legalise 
Cannabis Ireland (LCI), 
and then opened up to 
anyone who wanted to 
speak, 

LCI insisted that 
legalising the plant would 


be making cannabis 
safer as instead of being 
sprayed with plastic and 
other harmful substances 
it could be grown ina 
controlled environment, It 
would put drug lords out 
of business and could even 
generate revenue “if you’re 
for taxing us”, 
The fact also remains 
that more people are 
killed through alcohol 
consumption, a [egal drug, 
then by smoking cannabis. 
The LCI called on 
the crowd to keep up 
the pressure on the 


government all year round 
and are committed to 
doing so. 


for 
Rachel 
Peavoy 


THE FAMILY and 

| friends of Rachel 
Peavoy, the thirty-year 
old mother of two who 
died of hypothermia 
in her Ballymun flat in 
January 2010, held the 
first public meeting 
of their campaign 
‘Justice for Rachel’ 
in the Axis Centre on 
Tuesday 3 May. 

The meeting, 
chaired by local 
activist and close 
family friend of the 
Peavoy’s Tony Greene, 
was attended by over 
one hundred and 
twenty people, the 
majority of whom were 
from the Ballymun 
area. 

Rachel Peavoy’s 
death in 2010 was 
caused by hypothermia 
- she froze to death In 
her flat in what was the 
coldest winter in Ireland 
in over forty years. 

The family and 
friends want justice, 
for they know that 
Dublin City Council 
(DCC) had turned 
off the heating to 
the block of flats in 


' which Rachel lived 


with her two young 
boys so as to save 
money - there were 
just three tenants left 
in that one block as a 


| result of incomplete 


| de-tenanting. 

The Coroner's 
| verdict, however, 
declared that it was 
death by misadventure 
which in effect leaves 


| those in authority 


with responsibility 
for Rachel's 
accommodation, 
DCC and Ballymun 
Regeneration Limited 
(BRL), off the hook. 
Left in limbo for 
so long, Rachel’s 
numerous pleas to 
Dublin City Council 
to be re-housed were 
consistently ignored, 
The family and 
friends are clear: they 
want justice; they want 
someone to be held 
accountable for such 
a tragic but avoidable 
death. 
Protest Thurs 12 
May 11.30am at 
Dublin City Counil 


| Offices, Civic Centre, 
| Ballymun Rd. 


] 


ress ee See 6 8 eS Se eee Se Se ee ee ey 


Six month subscription €15/£10stg 


Name 


Address. 


Email. 


1 would like to receive 


receipt. Bank Delails. Socialis! Workers Movamant, ae aE Upper O Connell 


coplas of Socialist Worker aach issua 


i] 

! 

I 

1 

I 

! 

1 Tel 
1 

1 

1 

1 Retum to PO Box 1648, Dublin 8. with a chaque/postal arder or a bank lodgement 
i 
k= 


I 
I 
I 
[i 
1 
I 
I 
I 
i] 
I 
r 


St, Dublin 1 Account No: Raira Sor code’ 93-11- 


-= m- e m m m 


& Socialist Worker 


WHY DOES the British 
ruling class keep the House 

of Windsor around? It is 

nota matter of sentiment, 
some sort ot starry eyed 
attachment to royalty, 

but rather a hard-nosed 
caleulation. 

The monarchy is a feudal 
remnant thar nevertheless 
still serves a useful 
idenlogical function in the 
capitalist wortd. 

Ieis a symbol of 
privilege and hierarchy, of 
conservative values, of the 
hereditary principle, anda 
reminder of the glories of 
Empire. 

The monarchy sanctifics 
deference, so that the more 
backward sections of the 
working class and of the 
middie class can proudly step 
forward and prociaim: “We 
know our place’. 

This is not to say that 
everyone who watched the 
Royal Wedding on television 
bought into the celebration of 
conservatism and privilege. 

Far from it. 

But it gave the champions 
of subservience centre 
stage with more or less the 
whole of the media rallying 
behind them. The BBC, in 
particular, in the words of one 
commentator, ‘spoontfed its 
audience deference’. 

Of course, in the wake of 
the Royal Wedding, it is easy 
to overestimate the extent of 
the Windsors’ popularity. 

Even with an 
unprecedented media 
celebration of the event, the 
TV viewing figures in Britain 
still failed to match the 
famous Eastenders episode 
when Dirty Den told Angie he 
was getting a divorce! 

And it is worth noticing 
that as far as tourist 
destinations go, Windsor 
Castle, the most popular royal 
attraction, still comes a long 
way behind Legoland! 

While this puts the 
Royalist celebrations in some 
sort of perspective, the fact 
remains that the conservative 
establishment in Britain 
still pulled off a remarkable 
propaganda success for 
wealth and privilege. 

The Age of Austerity 
elcarly does not apply to 
everyone. 

As well as a symbol 
of privilege, the British 
menarehy is also a symbol of 
Empire. 

When Flizabeth Windsor 
became Qucenin 1952, 
Britain still had an Empire. 

Indeed, within months of 
her corauation, the British 
state was engaved in one of 
the mest brutai colonial wars 
ina lang history of brutal 

colonial wars: crusting 
rebellion in Kenya. 

Under Elizabeth, over 
a thousand rebels and 

suspected rebels were 
hanged, including 45 for 
administering illegal oaths, 

Torture was routine, with 
prisoners beaten, castrated, 
blinded and summarily 

executed. Over 86,000 
suspects were interned 
without trial, starved and 


brutalised. 
Unfortunately, one of the 
incernees, tlogged by his 


British guards just happened 


to bea certain Hussein 


| Obyango Obama, the 


arandiather of the current US 
President. This is a bit of bad 
luck because British troops 
haven't tortured the relatives 
of American politicians since 
the 1780s. It docs explain why 
Obama wasn't at the Royal 
Wedding though. 

And, of course, in the 
best Imperial tradition, 
British troops are at this 

very moment fighting in 
Afghanistan, the fourth 
British invasion of that 
country, and British jets are 
bombing Libya. 

This close association 
berween the monarchy and 
the Empire was cemented 
under Queen Victoria. 

Right the way through 
her reign, the British waged 
wars of conquest, using their 
overwhelming technological 
advantage to slaughter poorly 
armed ‘natives’ and take over 
their countries. 

Under Victoria, the British 
Empire was the biggest drug 
pusher the world has ever 
seen, waging three wars of 
massacre and slaughter to 
bring the Chinese to heel, 
forcing them to open their 

country to the importation of 
opium. 

Victoria was the Mrs Big of 
the international drugs trade 
for most of the nineteenth 
century, although this is not 

how it is usually presented in 
British history books. 

But the British monarchy 
is not just for the British. It 
is more than willing to help 
bolster conservative values 
throughout the world. 

In 1849, Victoria visited 
Ireland to put ona display 
of royal extravagance in the 
middle of the Great Famine: 
balls and banquets in the 
midst of mass starvation. It is 
difficult to imagine anything 
more obscene. 

And while the situation is 
very different today, there is 
no doubt that the royal visit to 
Ireland is intended to provide 
a welcome distraction 
from the sacrifices that the 
working class are having to 
make to save the capitalist 
system. 

John Newsinger will give a 
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talk on “The Horrible History 

of the House of Windsor” 

on Fri 13" May, Unite Hall, 

Middle Abbey Street, 7.30pin. 
Cheek www.irishantiwar. 

org for protest information on 

the Qucen’s visit to Ireland. 


| by Western warmongering over 


| homeless and forced to flee the 


| Libya—this week’s attempted 


| bases across the globe. Yet it be- 


AROUND THE world newspa- 
per front pages screamed with 
celebration at the announcement 
that US forces had killed Osama 
Bin Laden in his compound in 
Pakistan. 

Barack Obama, David 
Cameron and their Western al- 
lies are cheering the death of the 
man they claim was the source of 
terror attacks worldwide. 

But they are hypocrites. 

Look at the death toll, the suf- 
fering and the destruction caused 


the last decade. 
Hundreds of thousands have 
died and millions have been made 


devastating wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 
And more are dying in 


assassination of Colonel Gaddafi 
resulted in the death of three of 
his grandchildren, all under 12 
years of age. 

The US has no right to be in 
Afghanistan or to set up military 


lieves no one should question its 
right to invade and bomb any- 
where it pleases. 

{nwhat amounts to kidnap, the 
US captures people and sends 
them from one secret prison to 
another using rendition flights. 

Many prisoners suffer hor- 
rific torture at the hands of US 
agents. 

There are still 172 such prison- 
ers at the Guantanamo Bay prison 
camp who have never faced any 
trial. 

The killing of Bin Laden 
involved flying into a foreign 
airspace with no permission 
or warning to carry out the 
assassination. 

Imagine the response if another 
country flew helicopters into the 
US and landed in George Bush’s 
Texas ranch on a murder mission? 
Weare told that the US’s actions 
are justified because they are in 
response to the “evil” of terror- 
ism and attacks like 9/11. But in 
reality these acts are a response 
to oppression, not an expression 
of “evil”. 

Bin Laden and his follow- 
ers talked about the bitterness 
people feel at the impact of US 
imperialism—the anger at Israel’s 
oppression of the Palestinians and 


, therole of the US military in holy 


sites in Saudi Arabia. 

George Bush claimed after the 
9/11 attacks that he was going to 
prosecute a “war on terror”. But 
this was always a smokescreen for 
the US ruling class to extend its 
global power. 

George Bush named the coun- 
tries he claimed were a threat to 
democracy “the axis of evil”? — 
Iran, Iraq and North Korea. 
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He made no mention of the 
brutal tyrants of Saudi Arabia, 
Tunisia, Egypt or Bahrain be- 
cause those men were valuable 
US allies. 

When Barack Obama was 
clected he stopped using the term 
‘waron terror”—but he carried 
on the war. 


Hewill want to use Bin Laden’s 


k 


death to send a message to the rest 
of the world—that only the US can 
guarantee global security. 

But Bin Laden’s death will 
not make the world a safer place. 
Instead, a newly confident US may 
feel emboldened to wage more 
wars and reassert its power on 
the international stage. 

The world’s greatest super- 


Vanmongers gloat atte r; s, 
g ST kiling Usain Hinladen, buttheykilledihundreds of thousands, their wars spread te 


power has been shaken by the 
global economic crisis. But it has 
also been terrified by the revo- 
lutions sweeping across North 
Africa and the Middle East. 
Millions have taken to the 
streets in protests and mass 
strikes, and soldiers have muti- 
nied—in the face of extraordinary 
state repression. 


; 


E L 
‘ror and they destroyed Iraq and Afghanistan 


In Tunisia and Egypt such 
uggles brought down the Ben 
li and Mubarak dictatorships. 
The process of these revolu- 
ns is ongoing and deepening. 
hey have shown what can hap- 
en when people take their lives 
to their own hands. 

This is the force that can really 
allenge US imperialism in the 


region. Generations have suffered 
war, poverty and oppression at the 
hands of local despots backed by 
successive US presidents, 

But times are changing. People 
are rising up, and they offer hope 
ofa very different future, shaped 
by the needs of those who have 
been at the bottom of the pile for 
too long. 


A bloody war in 
Afghanistan, thousands 
of lives lost, what has 
been gained? 


THE WAR in Afghanistan is in its tenth year. Tens 
of thousands of Afghan civilians have died, and 
2,375 foreign troops have been killed, including 
1,509 US and 360 British soldiers. 

Last year was the bloodiest of this long 
war and saw the highest number of military 
deaths—711. 

After 9/11, US president George Bush, Tony 
Blair, and other Western leaders, claimed the 
Taliban in Afghanistan were giving Al Qaida a 
safe haven and so must be attacked. 

The Taliban, previously US allies, became the 
enemy. 

The Taliban’s treatment of women was spun 
as another reason we were at war. Laura Bush, 
George Bush's wife, and Cherie Blair took to 
wearing a piece of fabric torn from a burka to 
symbolise the fight for women’s freedom in 
Afghanistan. 

But the liberation of women was never the 
aim of this war. 

After ten years, 140,000 Nato troops, the 
vast majority of them from the US, are still in 
occupation. 

Different commanders-in-chief and imperialist 
strategies—from troops surge to counter-insur- 
gency—have come and gone. 

The puppet regime led by President Hamid 
Karzai is widely acknowledged to be deeply cor- 
rupt—and the Taliban now controls more of the 
country than it did five years ago. 

The stability of neighbouring Pakistan has 
been undermined by the desperation of the US 
to dominate the region. 

The much-vaunted aim of women’s liberation is 
rarely mentioned today. Violence against women 
is rife—20 girls’ schools were firebombed or de- 
stroyed in just six months last year. 

Karzai attempted to push through laws in 
2009 to legalise rape in marriage and would 
have meant women could not leave their homes 
without their husband’s permission. 

So many lives lost, billions of pounds spent 
on death and destruction, and for what? 

The only achievement is the destruction of one 
of the poorest countries in the world because it 
has the misfortune to find itself on a strategic 
faultline of imperialism. 

Today the US and its Western allies no longer 
pretend to care about democracy for the Afghan 
people. Most have made it clear that they want 
to get out. 

Barack Obama has said US troops will start 
leaving this summer. 

The US ruling class now has only one concern. 
After the flasco of Iraq they do not want to ap- 
pear to be defeated. 

They hope that killing off Bin Laden will provide 
cover for the fact that people are still dying in 
a war that has reached a bloody stalemate and 
has long been unwinnable. 


Barack 


of hope 


By AINE DILLON 


BARACK OBAMA, the 
first black president of the 
USA, visits Ireland this 
month. 

Tens of thousands will 
probably turn out to greet 
him, happy that he has not 
invaded Iran; that he lifted 
the global gag on funding 
overseas family planning 
groups which provided 
information on abortion; 
signed the Hate Crimes 
Prevention Act; repealed the 
Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell Act; 
and at least acknowledges 
that urgent action is needed 
on global warming. 

However, the tide of 
change that swept Obama to 
the Oval Office in November 
2008 has ebbed away and 
activists have realised that his 
first term amounts to a long 
list of broken promises. 

Guantanamo remains 
open and there is no sign that 
US troops will be leaving Iraq 
or Afghanistan anytime soon. 

The extra-judicial 
execution of Osama bin 
Laden has made a mockery 
of Obamia's pledge to due 
process and the rule of law. 

Vetoing of UN resolutions 
which criticise Israel 
continues and Obama has 
even increased military aid to 
Israel by $75 million, making 
a 2012 fiscal year total of 
$3.075 billion. 

His much lauded 
healthcare reform has been 
compromised to shreds and 
essentially amounts to more 
Americans paying for health 
insurance. 

Why then do people 
continue to see him as a 
progressive force? 

Part of the answer lies 
in an incredibly successful 
branding effort. 

With a Kenyan father and 
an Indonesian step-father, 
Obama’s background is not 


Nor is his time as a 
community organiser in 
Chicago where he helped 
black neighbourhoods 
organise for better services. 

But this is not the tale of 
a street-organising Martin 
Luther King or a placard- 
waving Jesse Jackson. 

Obama's background 
as editor of the Harvard 
Law Review and his years 
working as a Law School 
Professor and civil rights 
litigator demonstrated to | 
fellow Democrats that, far | 

| 
[i 


from being an angry black 
man, Obama was someone 
who could do business in the | 
corridors of power. 

From his 1996 
election to the Ilinois 


The mendacity 


that of a typical US president. | 


| Wisconsin and Chicago, as 
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Obama: 


State Senate, Obama's 
non-confrontational, pro- 
business, charismatic style 
impressed key figures in the 
arty. 
a Serie losing the 2000 
House of Representative 
primary to former Black 
Panther Bobby Rush, Obama 
rapidly made a name for 
himself and went on to take 
a Senate seat in 2005, then 
came 2008 and the call to 
restore trust and remake 
America. 

As President, Obama has | 
not done either of these. | 

He extended the Patriot 
Act, increased troops in 
Afghanistan, launched a 
drone war against Pakistan, 
increased the Pentagon | 
budget to record levels, and 
extended tax cuts on the 
super-rich. \ 

During the 2007 primaries | 
campaign, Obama claimed 
that if American workers 
were denied their right to 
organise he would ‘Put on 
a comfortable pair of shoes 
myself and I'll walk the picket 
line with you as President 
of the United States of 
America’. 

However, public sector 
workers in Wisconsin, who 
| Spent many months battling 

lay-offs, have not seen 

Obama on their pickets. 

The problem is not that 

| Obama has been corrupted 
by the system; the problem 
is the system. Obama’s 2012 
campaign is expected to i 
spend $1 billion. 

Corporate donors do not 
invest that sort of money 
unless they believe that a 
candidate will advance their 
domestic and foreign policy 
interests. 
| Obama is backed by the 
| biggest firms on Wall Street. 

He may not be Bush (and 
for this he was awarded the 
| Nobel Peace Prize) butheis | 
a candidate of capital and an 
advocate of war. 

Three years ago, the 
Change We Can Believe 
| Incampaign successfully 
| diverted the anti-war and 
| social justice moments inthe | 
States. | 

US workers and activists 
may have lost hope in their 
candidate but they have not 
lost hope in their ability to 
change the system. 

When Obama arrives in j 
Dublin, we should make sure | 
| that there are thousands 
of protestors standing in 
solidarity with workers in 


well as with the people of | 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya and 
Palestine. 

Check www.irishantiwar. 
org for protest information. | 
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By WILL SHANNON 


ONE OF the main arguments put to 
those who want to get rid of capitalism 
is that people on the whole are too self- 
ish for a system based on cooperation 
and mutual respect—socialism. 

The idea that all people are guided 
by selt interest alone is a staple of the 
ruling class’ justification for their profit 
driven system—capitalism. 

We can see this in the sophisti- 
cated argument presented by scientist 
Richard Dawkins, who has popularised 
the idea of the ‘selfish gene’. 

On the other hand we see the huge 
out-pouring of sympathy from ordi- 
nary people after natural disasters such 
as the earthquakes in Haiti and New 
Zealand, and the tsunami in Japan. 

Since January this year there has 
been the mass sympathy and solidarity 
for the ongoing popular revolutions 
in the Middle-East ending decades of 
dictatorship. 

Furthermore, socialists argue 
that the whole system of capitalism 
no longer serves the interests of the 
majority of people, it benefits just a 
few. 

Yet the system still remains intact 
with people in the most monstrous 
of conditions simply ‘getting on with 
it’. 


Abundance and shortage 


Life under capitalism contains several 
contradictions, one of which concerns 
abundance and shortages. 

On one hand humanity as a whole 
under capitalism has rapidly produced 
more wealth in two hundred years than 
could ever be conceived by previous 
systems in thousands of years. 

We have material abundance. On 
the other hand like every other system, 
we have shortages. But unlike under 
previous systems, this is an artificial 
shortage. 

Capitalism as a system has given rise 
to immense human productivity but is 
terrible at providing for the need of the 
producers within the system. 

Capitalism is a system in which 
construction workers can find them- 
selves homeless because they were let 
go after the company that employed 
them built too many houses. 

Billions across the globe go hungry 
while food is dumped in the ocean. 
This happens because production is 
geared towards profit and not human 
need. 

For Marx, it is society’s social and 
economic relations in totality that 
determined people’s ‘nature’ for the 
most part; not a hard-wired basic in- 
stinct acquired tens of thousands of 
years ago. 

In fact humanity’s ‘nature’ had to 
change dramatically over the course 
of pre-history and our adaptation to 
the world around us is the reason that 
Homo Sapiens (us) survived through 
the Ice Age unlike our Neanderthal 
cousins. 

This is not to say that everything 
human is learned but rather that the 
human mind has such vast capabilities 
to allow for any response most suited 
to a particular situation. And so our 
‘nature’ varies as quickly as the situa- 
tion in which we find ourselves. 

There are constants in human history 
— fixed needs for our survival. Like other 
animals we have the need to provide 
food, water and shelter for ourselves 
as a means of self-preservation. 

Importantly, a constant in our nature 
is our ability to work collectively and 

form complex social relations. 


Socialism an 
— are we all too 


Class Society 
So why is it, that society is divided 
into classes? 

Classes are not a fixed component of 
human society but rather a result of a 
historical process of human work. 

The development of agriculture by 
humans 7,000 to 10,000 years ago 
meant that for the first time in history 
our ancestors had a surplus. 

People could hoard food to be eaten 
at a later date, to free up members of 
their community to protect the surplus 
or even to pursue cultural goals. 

The greater the surplus the more 
advanced the society would become. 

In a time of material scarcity, those 
freed up to guarding the surplus with 
control of its distribution would grow 
disconnected from the wider population 
and so the minority group grew into 
a ruling class over a period of several 
centuries. 

Throughout history the nature of 
class society has changed from the slave 
systems of the ancient world through 
to feudalism in the middle ages and 
ultimately to capitalism. 

From these societies to the one we 
live in today, the ruling order has either 
been overthrown from below, replaced 


from outside by means of war or has 
decayed away when faced with great 
pressures. 


Grave-digger 


Capitalism, Marx said, creates its 
own grave-digger. Life under feudal- 
ism usually ended in the same place 
it started. 

Agricultural and cottage produc- 
tion for the most part was based on 
the family unit with little contact with 
the world outside your immediate 
surroundings. 

The emergence and development of 
capitalism brought with ita concentra- 
tion of humanity in large towns and 
cities like never seen before. 

Individual work became collective 
work. Within the city and importantly 
within the workplace cooperation ona 
large scale became key to survival. 

For example when you look at the 
Occurrences throughout your day, 
you will be hard stretched to find an 
example of competition. 

Looking for cooperation, you will 
find countless examples such as stop- 
ping ata red light, agreeing to pay for 
goods at the supermarket or cooperat- 
ing with your co-workers. 


Furthermore workers have to co- 
operate together to defend their pay 
and jobs. 

We see this when workers take strike 
action. We organise collectively to chal- 
lenge the bosses’ power and the lies 
their media tells. 

A strike day contains the very first 
seeds of a different type of society, one 
based on cooperation. But this is not 
inevitable. 

Capitalism creates the conditions 
for this cooperation and its overthrow, 
but in normal times forces workers to 
compete with each other. 


Competition at the bottom 


In Ireland today, the main competi- 
tion in society is not as the free market 
ideologues claim, between capitalists 
for market share. 

The main form of competition is 
between workers competing for the 
crumbs from the ruling class table, 

We have today a real unemployment 
rate of nearly 15 percent; youth unem- 
ployment is at 29 percent. This has led 
to fierce competition in the job market. 
In this situation, a Person can often 
be cut-throat or selfish in providing 
for their own needs. j 


human nature 


greedy? 


None of us knows of life outside of 
capitalism. We can sometimes see its 
workings as natural, sometimes see 
through them. 

Although we are products of the 
society that we live in, we are not 
Just mechanically anchored to it. If 
this was the case society would never 
change. 

As Marx put it “Great men [and 
women] make history but not in cir- 
cumstances of their own choosing”. 

We can see from the current case in 
the Egyptian revolution that despite 
incredible repression from the state, 
people resist their current conditions 
and often during these great upheavals, 
people’s attitudes change in a mat- 
ter of days; attitudes that in any other 
circumstances would have taken years 
or decades to change. 

In this process of realising our col- 
lective power we can shed the distorted 
ideas that capitalism gives us. 

If people make society and society 
shapes our consciousness, a sacialist 
society in which humans democrati- 
cally and consciously shape the world 
around them can unleash an incred- 
ible creative and intellectual capacity 
inconceivable under capitalism. 
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fail but play t 


By SEAN MCVEIGH 


BNP Nazis 
he ‘race’ card 


world”. 


had been “earmarked as a immediately. 


election is that the fascist 
British National Party 
(BNP) appears to have 


Racism 


i dumping ground for illegal 
ONECAUSE forconcern immigrants and bogus asy- 


from the recent Assembly lum seekers”. 


In an attempt to incite racism, 


These people have commit- 
ted no crime and no human 
being is “illegal”. 


isiamaphobia 


Some establishment politi- 
cians have made statements 


As Western bombs rain 
down on Afghanistan and 
Libya, talk of Muslims perse- 
cuting Christians is ludicrous 
and offensive, but it will have 
pleased the BNP. 


the BNP distributed mock-up 
l leaflets and posters showing 
hold in some areas. two Muslim women walking 


The party stood in three along a well known street 
constituencies, gaining 500 Wearing the burqa., 
votes in East Antrim, 400 _ Currently suspected “ille- 


in South Antrim and 340 gal’ ium stants ate held 
Beet Bast Belfast. cells in Larne police station. 


The UK Border Agency 
While the BNP failed mis- plans a purpose-built im- 
erably to make an electoral migrant detention centre 
breakthrough, it appearsto at the station; while the 
have established small groups BNP use the issue to try to 
in a number of towns. spread racism and build 
In East Antrim, the party their party. 
campaigned against plans Socialists argue that all im- 
to build a new immigrant migrants and asylum seekers 
detention centre in the town should be welcomed to this 
of Larne. country. 
The party claimed Larne The plans to build a deten- 


No scapegoating 
With the election over we 
can expect the new Stormont 
Executive to intensify public 
sector cut backs, creating fer- 
tile ground for the racists. 

There will also be more 
attempts by politicians like 
Wilson to deflect people’s 
anger at the cuts towards 
scapegoats like asylum 
seekers. 

This is where a broad, radi- 
cal organisation like People 
Before Profit comes in — to 
build a movement against the 
cuts, to point the finger at the 
real enemy and to make sure 
the BNP does not grow. 


established a small foot- that can only help the BNP. 


The East Antrim DUP MP 
and outgoing finance minister, 
Sammy Wilson, supports the 
new detention centre saying 
that it is “important that we 
have centres like these across 
the country so that detainees 
can be held”. 

The DUP MP has also 
called for “British jobs for 
British workers” and earlier 
this year he made a vicious 
attack on the Islamic faith. 
Wilson described Islam as 
“violent” and “intolerant”, 
and talked about the “ter- 
rible persecution faced by 


tion centre in Larneshouldbe practice of holding asylum 
scrapped and the disgraceful seekersinPSNIcellsstopped Christians across the Muslim 


Tn the first of a new series 


Catona Hot Tin Roof 


Pygmalion 


of columns, Socialist 
Worker reviewers revisit Reviewed by Paul O’Brien 
| classic literary and GEORGE BERNARD Shaw practically invented 
| revolutionary texts. modern twentieth-century drama. The theatre 
Sinead Kennedy reviews an a platform for his political views and he 
i 3 eliberately set out to provoke a response from his 
The Eighteenth Brumaire audience. 
of Louis Bonaparte, Karl His plays are satires, witty and combatative, 
Marx’s assessment of the that exposed capitalism with a passionate intensity 
ors of 1848. that has never been equalled by any writer in the 
English language. 
ee, After years of neglect its good to see a Shaw pla 
THESE REVOLUTIONS are forces at work. For him, it being performed by the Abbey Theatre in Dublin. : 


an often forgotten episode 
in radical history but for 
Marxists they have an 
enormous significance. 
indeed the ideas explored 
by Marx in The Eighteenth 
Brumaire continue 

to provide important 
lessons and insights for 
revolutionaries today, from 
South America to the Middle 
East. 

First, these upheavals 
represented the first 
examples of independent 
working-class political 


action in European history— | when the working class for the couple, Brick Self-hatred, comedy, an 
they marked the moment act independently of the iI (Richard Flood) ambiguity, deceit and the oe 
at which something bourgeoisie. Peadar Grad ad Mogeie (Piona | alcoholism are just some | play contained 
resembling the modern menen a CAR 7 T n a avenues evallable within it 
socialist movement began confirmed by the : or dealing with life in shat 
to fake shape. eat: the surrounding the Paris ‘CAT ON a hot tin roof? homosexual love for his the racist, conservative ae 
revolutions of 1845 gave Commune in 1871. The isa Tennessee Williams | best friend Skipper who | deep-south. between the 
Marx and Engels their first workers of Paris rose up, play - his own personal killed himself when Brick Despite some truly false morality of 


isn't sufficient to explain 

the revolution by arguing 

it is simply one faction 
competing for power against 
another faction. Marx wants 
to know the social and 
economic interests that 
these different factions and 
individuals represent, and 
how the conflicts between 
them reflect the struggles 
taking place at the base of 
society. He concludes his 
analysis by arguing that a 
revolutionary transformation 
of society is only possible 


Richard Flood|(Brick) and Owen Roe (Big Daddy) 


By Tennessee 
Williams, Directed by 
Mark Brokaw, Gate 
Theatre, Dublin, until 
11 June 


favourite — first put on 


central theme was brave, 
especially given his own 
homosexuality. 

The play opens with 
the central dilemma 


rejected him. 


“Brokeback Mountain’ of 
the desperate situation of 
being in love with a same- 
sex partner in 1950s 
America are explored. 


moving moments 


about her. 


anti-romantic 


| Pygmalion is an 


At least five or six of his plays are classics, such 
as Widowers’ Houses, St. Joan, and Heartbreak 
| House and deserve a place on the modern stage. 
The Abbey are presenting Pygmalion. Rarely 
: produced, it is far better know as providing the 

} | text for the musical My Fair Lady. Pygmalion is 
certainly not one of Shaw’s more important plays 
though it has its moments. 

„The plot is simple enough. Under Professor 
Higgins’ tutelage the lowly flower girl Liza 
Doolittle is transformed into a lady. 

_ The Shavian twist is that in becoming a lady, 
Liza forgoes all that was decent and wonderful 


jor opportunity to put banished the existing ; L Lir the ruling class 
ihel ra ese state power from the city stage in New York in Feeling like ‘acaton | between Brick and his and the reall 
into practice. and built the Cornmune to 1955. a hot tin roof is how father, with a wonderful of the world F 
Finally, the revolution represent their interests. This was at the Maggie describes her performance by Owen on which it is f 
of 1848 in France gave For Marx this demonstrated height of the McCarthy feelings of unfulfilled Roe, and some great based. + : 
that the working class witeh-hunts which sexual desire for her acting from Donna Dent In all his —— td 


Marx his first chance to 


could not build socialism 


ineluded scapegoating 


husband, 


as Mae and Marion 


plays Shaw transformed the ideas of politics into 


rite about ! i i bs 
eni of the through the hureaucratic homos s E a Aen eS O Dwyer as Big Mama, the language of life. In his soul he was a socialist. 

7 jutionary movement and administrative power peck Sa trailors pul ie family’s ood and O Sullivan | Shaw made no attempt to hide the fact that he 
revolu edor of the bourgeois state. (‘they would sell their dealing with the issues lack the direction, wrote for a purpose. He was never afraid to take an 
ae nat jalism Instead they would need country to hide their of Brick’s marriage, his | choreography and unpopular stand and for this he earned the hatred 
historical mater TE to smash that power and secret). heavy drinking and the chemistry required of the authorities. He was a wonderful playwright. 

This method a T build a totally different kind In this context illness of his father ‘Big | to bring home the | ahumanist, and a great artist who put politics at i 
Marx to go beneath f of state. A lesson that still Williams’ move to Daddy’ played by Owen tragedy of the forced | the centre of his work. 

erficial appearance o Acie gic today. write a play in which Roe. accommodations their Pygmalion runs at the Abbey Theatre, Dublin 
s to find the social o homosexuality was a Many of the themes of | characters endure. until 11 June. š p 
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ANALYSIS 


THE RESULTS from the 
Northern elections were 


both disappointing and in- -| 
spiring — disappointing that | . 
Eamonn McCann in Foylejust | 


missed out on the sixth seat, 
inspiring that he and Gerry 
Carroll in West Belfast polled 
so well. Gerry Carroll, in his 
first election, polled 1661 first 
preferences. 

What the results for the Left 
across the North showed was 
that a radical, campaigning Left 
which is open to people who don’t 
identify themselves as socialist 
but who want to campaign for 
change — and which consistently 
campaigns in communities and 
on the streets — can make an im- 
pact at election time. 

By contrast, other socialists 
who stood for election — whether 
as part of People Before Profit, 
the Socialist Party or Workers 
Party ~ and who concentrated 
on slogans and “raising the red 
flag” rather than on concrete 
campaigns and local organisa- 
tion did no better than before. 

In both Foyle and West Belfast, 
the approach was similar: empha- 
sising the common experience 
of both Protestant and Catholic 
working people and the need for 
a united fight back against the 
cuts. 

In both constituencies, the 
election was used to start cam- 
paigns with groups of local people 

— whether campaigning for play 
facilities in Springfield’s Sliabh 
Dubh, or housing on the Shankill, 
or proper funding for learning 
disability services across the 
Western Health Trust, to men- 
tion just a few. 

There was huge disappointment 
in Derry when Eamonn McCann 
was pipped at the post. 

As we go to print, counting in 
the Derry City Council election 

d just begun. 

6 aie Bryce polled well in 


Northland, getting 564 votes, 
or about 6% of the vote, while 
Davy McAuley got 222 votes in 
Waterside — more than the PUP 
or Alliance party. 

The counting for Waterside 
Rural (Diane Greer) and Cityside 
(Connor Kelly) has not yet 
begun. 

It was clear from the election 
results that there has been no shift 
from the old Orange/Green divide 
and “peace process” politics toa 
newer Left/Right divide. 

Perhaps that will come as com- 
munities and groups of workers 
start to organise to resist the 


cuts. 


There can be no better way to 
end this article than to quote from 
Gerry Carroll’s message to sup- 
porters as the polls closed. 

He wrote: 

“Ofcourse it is highly unlikely we 

will be winning a seat in this elec- 
tion, our expectations are modest 
and our assessment is sober. 

Traditions and loyalties run deep 
and will not be brushed away bya 
single election campaign. 

But for anyone whowas involved 
in this campaign you cannot help 
but feel that beneath the Surface 
something is changing. 

The creeping disillusionment 
with the main parties and the 
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palpable anger around social 
questions is creating a space for 
anew politics, this space will only 
get bigger. 

For all the other parties, elec- 
tions are their raison d’étr 2, 
everything is subordinate to get- 
ting themselves elected. 

For People Before Pr; ofit what 
is important is that our election 
campaigns help facilitate cam- 
paigns on the ground and raise 
the confidence o of working people 
to fight on their own behalf. By 
this yardstick we haye undoubt- 
edly succeeded. 

On the ground we have wonan 
argument with thousands of people 


against cuts and for an alterna- 
tive to them. 

We have met many peopleon the 
doors who want to set up anti-cuts 
Sroups in their area, and with the 
network that we have developedin 
this election we have laid the basis 
for an extremely strong grassroots 
campaign against cuts. 

Tonight is not therefore the end 
but rather the end of the beginning, 
the fight against austerity in West 
Belfast has begun in earnest. 

The contacts, networks and 
enthusiasm created during this 
campaign will now be used to build 
the biggest and broadest move- 
ment against cuts possible.” 


